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JACKSON NAMESAKE A 'SHOE'-IN
By KEVIN KERNAN
MARIETTA, Ga. -- Shoeless Joe Jackson would be proud. His namesake is keeping the flame of baseball burning in the family. Joe Jackson, the great-great-great nephew of Shoeless Joe, is playing here in the World Wood Bat Association 17U National Championship. After one more year of high school, this Jackson, who is a catcher, will be headed to The Citadel. "The name has helped me get to where I am," said Jackson, who plays at Mauldin High in Simpsonville, S.C., just down the road from where Shoeless Joe was born. "The name just sticks. It means a lot to me because of who he was. Because of his batting average, everybody expects me to be able to hit." Shoeless Joe batted .356 lifetime and .375 in the infamous 1919 World Series and hit the only home run of that Series. He was banned from major league baseball because of his alleged role in the Black Sox Scandal, but this Joe Jackson believes in Shoeless Joe. "Usually family tells family the truth and he told my great-grandfather and my grandpa that he didn't do it," Jackson said. "What I heard was that during that Series, he came back to his hotel room and the money was sitting there on his bed and tried to go to (White Sox owner Charles) Comiskey to tell him what was going on, but when he got to the secretary's office, Comiskey never saw him. Personally I don't think he did it, especially if you look at the stats from the World Series." And no, this Joe has never played with his shoes off. 
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